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The book Methodological 
Guide for Geography 
Teachers represents the 
materialisation of the 
interests of the teacher 
Mircea Furdui related to 
the increase in the 
efficiency of the didactic 
process at Geography in a 
period with profound 
changes, reorganisation, 
and reforms within the 
Romanian educational 
system. 

The author, a 1st 
degree holder, teacher at 
“George Bariţiu” College 
of Economics in Sibiu and 
methodologist teacher 
within the Education 
County Inspectorate of 
Sibiu, has a lot of 
experience in the didactic 
activity, which certainly 
recommends him for the 
elaboration of such a 
methodological guide on 
teaching Geography in 
school. 

The first part of this book approaches the topic of didactic activity 
planning, offering the reader various models of calendar annual planning or 
unit planning. Quite useful in effective preparation for teaching Geography 
is the model of the didactic project with its afferent worksheet. The role of 
the maps in teaching and learning Geography is emphasised since the 
efficiency of the consolidation of knowledge is determined largely by images 
and visual processes. 

The model of elaborating a curriculum when teaching an optional 
subject related to Geography provides possible solutions offered in the 
current context of minimalisation of the role that school subjects teaching 
general information have within the Romanian educational system. 

The author puts special emphasis on the presentation of the active-
participative methods centred on the student’s activity from the perspective 
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of the interdisciplinary approach in learning Geography. The method of the 
gallery tour is concisely presented for 10th grade learning unit Contemporary 
economical and geopolitical assemblies, lesson The European Union. 
Moreover, a few examples of tasks and work activities associated with the 
active-participative methods centred on student such as the observation, the 
problem solving, the modelling, the use of the algorithms, the exercise or the 
geographic game are also illustrated in this guide. 

Nevertheless, very useful for learning Geography are the examples of 
individual or group work activities which form or consolidate the abilities of: 
reading and interpreting a map-drawing prompt like the physical and 
administrative map of Romania, reading and interpreting a graphic prompt 
like the age pyramid, selecting or organising the geographic information like 
the one referring to the geological evolution of the Earth and transferring 
the geographical information in new contexts as for instance in the case of 
the structure of the population considering various age groups. The guide 
continues with a series of examples of work activities based on matching 
images with text or the other way around (e.g., identifying types of farming 
landscapes), deductive reasoning, inductive and comparative analysis, and 
arguments to support personal opinions. In addition, extremely interesting 
for the study of Geography are the practical activities focused on exercises 
of geographical localisation and those of acknowledging the distances 
between different places, calculating the time on the Globe, etc. 

A particular section is dedicated to the ways in which the textbook 
and the student’s workbook are used in teaching and in learning Geography. 
The author insists on organising the activities by following the successive 
learning sequences: observe – discover – find out – solve. The utility of the 
student’s workbook as a didactic auxiliary is based on the following 
coordinates: well-structured essential up-to-date theoretical support and 
individual or group work activities carried out under the direct 
monitorisation and the guidance of the teacher. 

Considering the evolution of the new technologies these days, the 
author pays special attention to the modern didactic methods based on the 
use of the computer, the projector, the interactive board, the tablet, or the 
smartphone within the didactic process. In the current pandemic context, 
there are a few minimal recommendations in connection with online 
teaching and the use of the educational platforms. 

The last part of this guide refers to the evaluation process. It presents 
a model of assessment test along with the specification matrix which also 
includes the analysis and the interpretation of the results. In order to identify 
the quantity and the quality of the students’ knowledge and for a better 
practical use of these, oral evaluation is recommended. Therefore, the guide 
presents the stages regarding oral evaluation by providing an example for 
12th grade – Bulgaria, neighbouring country of Romania. 

What is more, the guide presents several methodological suggestions 
for preparing, presenting, and assessing the essays and the projects at 
Geography, clearly showing the work stages in writing a project/ essay and 
the evaluation criteria both for the contents and for the oral presentation. 
Just as welcome as these are the notes made on the making of the posters 
and of the portfolios which depict students’ involvement in activities which 
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develop their abilities of selecting and synthetizing the scientific information, 
thus facilitating the cooperation, the imagination, and the creativity. 

Of a real help are the considerations concerning the self-assessment 
and peer-assessment technique within the educational process along with 
the elaboration of some statistic models meant to monitor students’ 
progress and the use of the remedial measures where inconsistences or 
lacunas have been noticed. 

Finally, the author offers his support to the young teaching staff by 
introducing several models of tests and assessment and marking schemes 
specific to the exams teachers sit to become full teachers or to achieve their 
professional degrees within the education system.  

Therefore, it is worth taking advantage of the opportunity of having 
within the Romanian geographic landscape such a methodological guide 
which proves to be useful to both teachers who are beginners and to those 
who have didactic experience alike. 

Traian CRĂCEA 
“Henri Coandă” Technological High School of Sibiu, ROMANIA 
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